
 

 

 
 
Morton Parish Council  
Community Grants Policy  
 
Purpose of our community grants  
The purpose for the grant should usually be:  
 

 to part fund events or activities that may only be viable, or can be significantly 
improved; or  

 

 to part fund or fully fund the start-up costs of new events or activities; or  
 

 to improve facilities available in Morton; or  
 

 to improve the village’s appearance.  
 
Instead of being for a grant, the application can be for the council to underwrite an 
event, so that the organisers are protected from a loss in the event of, for example, 
bad weather.  
 
The council are more likely to be supportive of an application that aims to introduce 
something new to the village, such as a new activity, or aims to significantly improve 
something already offered, or which is for expenditure on equipment that will provide 
a benefit to the village for many years.  
 
Who can apply?  
Individuals, local community groups, voluntary organisations, non for profit 
organisations and sports/recreational clubs.  
 
It is unlikely that the council would directly award a grant to a commercial 
organisation, but reserves the right to do so. An individual or community group / 
organisation may though incur costs from a commercial organisation when running 
an event and those costs may be eligible expenditure that can be included on the 
grant claim.  
 
Any grant application must be seen to be of benefit to residents of Morton Parish. 
The benefit to Morton residents must be commensurate with the expenditure.  
 
How can the grants be used and how are they decided?  
The amount of the award will be at the discretion of the Parish Council. Decisions on 
awarding / declining grants will only be taken at meetings of the parish council.  
 
A grant application can be made requesting the council to underwrite the costs of an 
event, so that the community group running the event do not suffer personal financial 
losses should the event, for example, be poorly attended due to bad weather. If the 
parish council agrees to such an underwriting of costs, it will be subject to conditions 
and a maximum financial limit.  
 
All applications for grants and requests to underwrite the costs of an event will be 
considered on their merits. Grants may be awarded for capital projects, such as the 
purchase of equipment, works to buildings and improvements to premises. In 
addition the council may support a community event, activity, festival or other special 
event.  
 
When and how should an application be made?  
The Council has allocated £5,000 for community grants for the 2016/17 financial 
year.  



 

 

The Council will accept applications at any time and applications can be made before 
and throughout the financial year but will be dealt with on a first come first served 
basis. Once the full £5,000 has been awarded for a financial year then no further 
grant applications will be considered until the start of the following financial year.  
If you wish your grant application to be considered at the next parish council meeting 
then the fully completed application form must be delivered to the Clerk of the Parish 
Council no later than 14 days prior to the meeting.  
 
All applications are to be made on a form that can be obtained from the Parish 
Council Clerk or on the website here: http://mortonparishcouncil.org.uk/parish-
council/grants-to-community/  
 
You may need someone to be available to attend the parish council meeting and 
answer councillors’ questions if required 
 
What is required when making an application?  

 The application form to be fully completed.  

 Details of the costs expected to be incurred and any supporting evidence.  

 
What will not normally be funded.  

 The activities of political organisations.  

 General operational and maintenance costs.   

 Organisations that have a closed or restricted membership.  

Grant conditions.  

 The grant can only be used for the purpose stated in the application and the 
Council reserves the right to reclaim any grant not used for the specified 
purpose.  

 Applicants are responsible for ensuring that they are in compliance with all 
legal and statutory requirements. .  

 Acknowledgement of the financial support received from the Council is 
required on documentation, the organisation’s website and any promotional 
literature or other media.  

 To be eligible for a grant an organisation shall not discriminate on grounds of 
racial origin, gender, disability, age (except where obviously necessary: youth 
club, pre-school children club) or political or religious persuasion.  

 All grant recipients are required to provide the Parish Council with a brief 
report, including photographs where appropriate, of how the grant has been 
utilised. 

What to do now?  

Apply to the Parish Clerk for an application form : 
Tina Frost Morris  
The Brambles  
Church Lane  
Morton  
DE55 6GU  
clerk@mortonparishcouncil.org.uk  

or download one from the website here: http://mortonparishcouncil.org.uk/parish-
council/grants-to-community/  

 

This policy was revised and approved by Morton Parish Council at its meeting on 
18th January 2017 

 


